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OUR WELCOME SONG
We welcome you to Morristown
Where freedom's wars were fought.
We welcome you to Morristown
Where liberty was wrought.
Come join our age old comradeship,
Break bread with us today.
In real Rotarian fellowship
Our greetings we convey.

Of the things we think, say or do:
I. Is it the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all
concerned?

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
http://www.morristownrotary.com
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Rotarians and Friends
Cleanup Camp Merry Heart

By Frank Alai
Photos by David Shapiro

My best friends, Leo & Ollie, have a message
for the newer members of the Morristown Ro-
tary. If you want to really understand what Ro-
tary is about, you need to devote a few hours to
a project like Camp Merry Heart. This is where
you can really learn about your fellow Rotari-
ans.

Leo, Ollie and I drove out to Camp Merry Heart
in Hackettstown on the morning of Saturday,
June 7, 2008, to help with some clean up in
preparation for the opening of the Camp during
the week of June 16.

We arrived shortly before
9:00 a.m., but found Roger
Pierson and TJ Gallagher
already hard at work. The
| biggest job that our club
| tackles at the Camp is the

< ing bushes that line the
various walkways at the camp. Roger was add-
ing some definition to a long row of bushes
while hoisting a gas powered hedge clipper at
about eye level. While the clipper makes short
work of the bushes, holding it that high gets old
really quickly, but Roger pushed onward and
did a magnificent job.

Teej had assumed
the responsibility
of picking up some =
of the power equip- [
ment and getting it §
to the site, a job at
which this reporter o

was woefully late last year. He figured that if
the job was going to be done before the heat of
the day set in, he’d better take care of that job
himself. Having run this project for several
years, he basically directed the job from atop
the John Deere "Gator" (a small tractor) as he
putt-putted around the job site shouting orders. |

had some suggestions as to where he should put
his clipboard.

Poor Roy Bumiller had to
take orders not only from
TJ, but he had brought
along his Missus, Mi-
chelle, who directed the [ =
refurbishment of the Japa-
nese Garden. Natasha Bu-
miller, Roy and Michelle’s &
canine companion, was on iy
leash for a short time, but =
then joined the crowd as a full time worker.

I did my best to avoid work by setting up a pen
for my friends, Leo & Ollie, in the shade. As I
was refining the art of goldbricking, prospec-
tive Rotarian Austin Neary started bothering
me about something to do. I asked him whether
he could handle a weed whacker to which he
responded, "Sure!" And so, I got rid of him by
so equipping him and he went on a search and
destroy mission to mow down every weed over
an inch high.

Soon, other people were arriving and I figured
that 1 needed to get to work sooner or later. I
hoisted the backpack blower and began clean-
ing up the hedge clippings where I ran into Bob
Miller and Jim Deak. They were raking away
and putting the various detritus onto tarps and
running them back into the woods. Also, Glenn
Garth was a-snip-clip-clipping away at the
bushes with his extension clipper, taking care
of the heartier growth that the power clippers
could not handle.

Various bleary eyed Camp Merry Heart types
would wander around from time to time with
quizzical looks on their faces as to why we
were making so much noise early on a Saturday
morning. Then a van drove up and a whole
crew of newly arrived counselors emerged,
some carrying the largest backpacks I’ve ever
seen.

See CAMP, Page 2



CAMP, continued from Page 1

Then, out of nowhere, came Joan
Berkeley who had assumed the
responsibility of feeding our in-
trepid group. She was screaming
at me so loudly that I heard her
over the din of the blower. She
arrived on the scene to see that
Leo and Ollie were in their pen,
but IN THE SUN!!! The shade
had shifted so that the boys were
just baking and had no access to
shade. So, I let them out to wan-
der to their little hearts content
with Simba, Joan’s chocolate lab.

David Shapiro showed up with his
magnificent camera. His plan for
avoiding work was to snap digital
photos and then run up to the sub-
jects and show off his handiwork
on the viewscreen. Then he came
up with some story that he had to
find the keys to the kitchen for
Joan. This sounded like the Air
Force stories about sending new
recruits around a base looking for
skyhooks where, of course, there
is no such thing as a skyhook. It
turned out that there was no key
to the kitchen, either. Teej put a
stop to this nonsense by handing
David a rake.

Then there was a request from
Harvey Gilbert who had brought
his son, Tyler, and Tyler’s friend
Matt. It was good that Harvey
thought to bring in some young
blood because the temperature
was rising and some of us old
guys were starting to wilt. They
needed a blower to complete the
job they were doing around the
Japanese garden.

At just this point, Austin came by
with an inquiry on how to re-
string the weed whacker. I saw

Send Meeting
Make-Ups to:

Joan Berkeley
B Nottingham Ct
orristown, NJ

my chance to es-
cape into the shade
and made believe
that I knew what I
M was doing. I
I started the blower
& for Harvey and bid
‘him a fond
=il "Sayonara”. 1 hope
that DaV1d got a photo of Harvey with the
blower. It was a sight to behold.

After milking the weed whacker repair for all
it was worth, I figured that the way to stay in
the shade and out of the sun would be to trim
some low lying branches on the trees that
bordered the walkways. I recruited David to
hold the ladder and we brought down some
limbs that were hanging low in the parking
area. As David was pulling away the
branches he noticed some vines intertwined
and asked what I thought it was. "Hmmm... I
think that might be sumac." David re-
sponded, "Oh, I hope that it is not that poison
sumac."

"Yeah, David. I think that is exactly the kind
of sumac that it is."

Lost — one helper.

So, then we needed to get the weed whacker
away from Austin as there were rumors that
the EPA was sending our way some investi-
gators seeking to verify that all of Warren
County was being clear cut. Since it is diffi-
cult to use a weed whacker on a ladder, I sent
him up to tackle a branch or two.

And, finally, we were done.

Joan provided ar =gm
wonderful pic- [
nic lunch. There
was  Smith-
wick’s and Harp
and St. Pauli
Girl and other
wonderful libations. Oh, yeah, there was
food, as well. I was so dehydrated that it took
me twenty minutes of so before I could even
think of eating. There was shrimp and some
fried chicken and salads and dessert. OI’
Smarty Pants Bob Miller brought some of his
miraculous wines from both far and wide.
Bob finds great value for the money and
there is always a lesson to be learned from
him.

Leo and Ollie each stole a piece of fried
chicken and they had to be banished to the
pen for the duration. There was NOTHING
left to the purloined poulets — they ate bones,

skin and maybe a piece of aluminum foil,
as well.

If any of you are still reading, this is proba-
bly the most important part of the story.
Having endured the trials and tribulations
of the day, the fellowship just poured forth
from those present. Yes, sharing lunch is
always a good thing. However, having
braved the heat and the TJ’s relentless clip-
board created a feeling of camaraderie that
is impossible to achieve under other cir-
cumstances.

And as we were getting ready to wrap it
up, we had an unexpected surprise. There
was an entire gaggle of newly arrived
counselors who started wandering over to
the picnic area. And I mean just arrived
that morning. There was no provision
made for them to eat, so we shared or feast,
sans beer and wine (the counselors are
prohibited from imbibing). They were
from Australia, England, Ireland, New
Zealand, Delaware and Oklahoma City and
they were thrilled to get to meet us.

All in all, a splendid time was had by all.
Hope to see more of you there in the fu-

Quote of the Week

Happiness is always a by-
product. It is probably a

matter of temperament,
and for anything | know it
may be glandular. But it is
not something that can be

demanded from life, and if
you are not happy you had
better stop worrying about
it and see what treasures
you can pluck from your
own brand of unhappiness.

Robertson Davies
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Annual Installation
Dinner at SBCC

Submitted by Tom Lanahan

Our annual Club Installation Dinner is up-
coming, June 25th at the Spring Brook Coun-
try Club.  Starting June 4th, at both the
morning and luncheon meetings a sign-up
sheet will be passed around, please indicate if
you are planning to attend and whether you
will be bringing a guest. If you regularly pay
your meals quarterly, your cost has been cov-
ered by your meals payments. If you pay at
the door, your cost is $60. The cost for your
guests is also $60. Please bring checks made
out to Morristown Rotary Club to the meet-
ings prior to the dinner. Checks should be
given to Tom Lanahan at lunch and to Gary
Reppen at breakfast.

Please direct any questions to Tom Lanahan:
tlanahan@optonline.net £

Rotary E-Clubs

In this, the 21st Century, it is entirely
possible for every Rotarian to have 100%
attendance. How? Rotary E-clubs! If
you miss a meeting, and can’t make an
actual make-up at another physical Club
meeting, you can make-up online. Point
your favorite internet browser to
www.rotaryeclubnyl.com and follow the
simple instructions. At the end of your
“online meeting makeup” you can either
print off a report to submit to the Club
Secretary, or have a make-up confirma-
tion emailed to you and forward it in. 53

Golf School at
The Golf Outing

Submitted by Matt Wirths

Concurrently with our golf outing, we will be
having a golf school! For the same price of
playing in the outing, you'll be able to par-
ticipate in a 3 hour golf school and learn the
fundamentals of the sport. Teaching pros will
be able to accommodate the first 8 individu-
als that sign-up. While your friends and col-
leagues are playing in the tournament, you
can also be part of the fun. This school is
designed for both the person that wants to
learn, and for the beginner trying to improve
but not quite ready to play tournament golf.
Lunch, cocktail hour and dinner are all in-
cluded with your fee, so don't miss out in the
day's event.

Please contact me through e-mail or phone at
973-727-0776 if you or someone from your
company would like to be included in the
golf school. £}

Looking to Add
a Great Start to
Your Wednesdays?

The Breakfast Meeting would love your sup-
port! Meetings are every Wednesday morn-
ing, 7:30 a.m. sharp, at The YMCA’s Richard
F. Blake Children’s Center. This meeting is
a great way to makeup for those times you
just can't make the Luncheon Meeting; and
an opportunity to invite prospective Rotarians
who might not be able to make the Luncheon
Meeting. Enjoy breakfast with us and help us
build the Club! {3

Help Fill These Pages!!

Please send stories, news, jokes, photographs, and gossip for The Rambler to:
P.J. Thurkauf at turk11042@hotmail.com or 973.538.2040 (fax)

Calendar of Events

Morristown Rotary Board Meeting - Joint

June 10 Meeting with 07-07 & 08-09 Boards
June 14 Dinner Club
June 25 Morristown Rotary Installation Dinner @
S.B.C.C. - No Breakfast or Lunch Meetings
June 18, 2008

June 30 Morristown Rotary Golf Outing
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UPCOMING
LUNCH
PROGRAMS

At the Spring Brook
Country Club, Morris
Township

This Week:

Chris Vernon -
Classification Talk

UPCOMING
BREAKFAST
PROGRAMS

At the Morris Center
YMCA's Richard F.
Blake Children’s Center,
Cedar Knolls.

This Week:

WMTR/WDHA
Rob K & Valerie A.

Contributions to the Endow-
ment Fund should be ad-
dressed to:

Morristown Rotary
Endowment Fund
c/o Mike Franchino
19 Cattano Avenue
Morristown, NJ 07960

Thanks to the club officers for
their continued management
of this fund. Balance as of
05/12/2008 is $160,500



